
ETYMOLOGY OF: 
CLARENCE OR CLAIRE? 

(How it all began) 
 
 
 
 

Dear Reader, 
 I had a dream, a vision of Claire one night 
in 1972.  I dreamed I was Roger making love 
to Claire under the covered wagon with the 
rain falling all around, making the campfire 
sizzle.  I could smell the earth getting wet in 
my dream.  I could smell Claire as I made love 
to her.  I could reach up and touch the wooden 
slats of the bottom of the covered wagon 
above us.  I started to write the story of Claire 
back then. 
 I dream in color.  And some of my 
dreams have been so deep and have lasted 
so long that I have thought I had an alternate 
life. 
 There are times when I dream about 
being in the same place that I had dreamed 
about before, as though I had returned after 
being away and picked up everything in the 
dream as though I had never been away. 
 Dreams have affected me deeply.  Most 
of my novels were dreams to start. 



 While I was writing Claire, I didn’t know 
at the time, that the character that I dreamed I 
was would die within an hour of what I 
dreamed.   

But once I started writing, the book took 
it’s own form.  It was stream-of-conscience for 
the most part, all the way through the book. 

 
Paul David Robinson 
 
 
 
Dear Rebecca, 
    I have a question for you unrelated to 
covers. 
    My brother emailed me and asked me if I 
knew that my other two books were available 
for free on Smashwords.  I told him yes 
(payment is optional).  But that got me to 
thinking about marketing, which I do not do at 
this time. 
    In what you know about Kindle and 
Smashwords, am I better off doing both of 
them as I am currently doing or should I try 
Kindle Select which means that I could not use 
Smashwords at the same time.   
    The first two books were short, only about 
60,000 words.  Clarence or Claire is about 
230,000 words.           



    Clarence or Claire was kept by an agent for 
six months because he thought it had 
potential.  He was with the Jane Jordan 
Browne agency in Chicago at the time. (1982-
1983)  Jane Jordan Browne didn't like the 
book because it wasn't 
BLOCKBUSTER material.  (She said I didn't 
have a blockbuster mentality.  I said, Thank 
you, when she said that.  I just like to tell 
stories.)  But her colleague thought it had 
potential.  He just didn't like the name Clair, 
without the e.  But over time, I remedied that 
issue, but it took some time to get used to it 
and I had to rewrite the first chapter.  
    Let me know your thoughts about this.  
Marketing is something I planned to do after 
my next book was ready for publication. (the 
one after Katya).  That book may take me a 
while to write if I can write it at all at this time.  I 
have started it dozens of times but have 
usually run out of time to work on it and quit.  
This time I plan to keep at it even if after it is 
done I abandon it and return to fiction which is 
a lot easier for me. 
    Thanks for listening.  I really appreciate your 
work.  I'm sorry we didn't connect sooner.  
After Katya, I may want you to consider doing 
Summer for me so all of my books have a 
cover from you. 



Fond regards, 
Paul 
 
 
 
Dear Judy,  

    I have one more western that is ready 
for a cover.  It is about a young family on their 
way to their new home in Colorado from Ohio.  
They were wealthy, but they sold everything in 
Ohio to go to a new home that only Roger C. 
Andrews has seen.   

    Roger bought a canyon from Barnaby 
Collins because he loved it so much.  He was 
tired of all the work involved in being the owner 
of a big store in Ohio.  As lark, they were 
taking a covered wagon to their new home 
following spring into the mountains. 

    The husband, Roger, is killed trying to 
save his wife from a rapist.  Claire, the young 
widow with five children, kills the rapist by 
mashing his head in with a rock.   

    After the inquest and funeral, she is 
taken advantage of by an older couple with no 
children.  They want her to be Hagar for 
Sarah.  She and her children escape. 

    Claire is 28 years old, 5'10".  Roger 
was 6'.  She puts on Roger's clothes and her 
riding boots and becomes Roger Clarence 



Andrews, (but I go by my middle name, 
Clarence or Clare for short).   

    Her oldest daughter Virginia cuts her 
hair.  It was below-the-waist auburn, now it is 
man-length auburn.  The family continues to 
their new home. Claire becomes the older 
brother for her three sisters and two brothers 
because she doesn't look old enough to be 
their father. 

    Their new home is in a Collins Canyon 
below Misty Mountain and the twin falls.  The 
high falls is so high the water forms a mist that 
gives the mountain its name.  The lower falls is 
only a few hundred feet high and falls into the 
head of the canyon and a beautiful pool of 
water surrounded by meadow and trees. The 
Misty River then flows through Triangle Valley 
and Twin Falls City. 

    George Royce, the rancher who owns 
most of Triangle Valley, has tried to kill 
Barnaby Collis for ten years so he can build a 
dam at the mouth of Collins Canyon and 
irrigate thousands of acres of land above the 
valley and be even richer than ever. So, of 
course, he makes plans for Clarence Andrews. 

    Claire and Roger loved sex, with and 
without intercourse, and Claire misses his daily 
and nightly attention.   



    This is a very involved story with many 
characters and subplots. 

    For the cover, I would like to see Misty 
mountain and the lower waterfall in the 
background.  In the foreground will be Claire in 
a shirtwaist dress with high collar and long 
sleeves with her long lustrous auburn hair 
braided or unbraided hanging below her 
waist.   And next to Claire, looking the other 
direction, is Clarence with short auburn hair 
dressed in Roger's expensive but ill-fitting suit 
wearing a cowboy hat. Of course, Claire and 
Clarence have the same beardless face. 

    This is set in 1904.  The name of the 
book is:  CLARENCE or CLAIRE?   

    Want to give it a try? 
  
Regards, 
 Paul   
 
 
Judy, 
    Is it something you can do?  Will you 

have a person with hair like that?  (Auburn 
hair, five feet ten inches tall, Brown eyes this 
time.)  Probably the hat and suit won't be a 
problem.  It's the hair she gives up to become 
the Man of the House.  My grandmother who 
was born just a few years after my heroine had 



waist length hair when she was seventy.  She 
put it up every day and took it down when she 
went to bed with my grandfather every night. 

Every time Claire looks in the mirror 
before going into town with her children as 
their big brother wearing her husband's 
clothes, she remembers taking it down before 
she makes love to her husband every night,  
he would say, "A woman's hair is her glory."  
She gave up a lot of identity and community 
approval to protect her children when she 
became the man of the house. 

Paul 
 
 
Judy, 
    It is not a real place.  I figured that with 

the Misty part above the lower falls it would be 
a possible shot of a falls with a faked "Misty" 
mountain above it.  I thought you could do mist 
or clouds above the falls.  The falls at 
Yellowstone is an example.  The falls at 
Yosemite might be another.  There's a falls in 
Oregon or Washington that might also work 
with a little more mountain behind it hidden in 
the mist.   

    Summer was actually written after 
Claire.  And I used Eagle Mountain in Summer 
and in Claire.  But the description of Eagle 



Mountain in both books was different.  I didn't 
know If I would get fans who would object to 
the same name used for two different books 
with two different descriptions.  So I rewrote 
Claire and used Misty Mountain because it fit 
the description of the mountain in the original 
story.  I had to change the name of the river 
and the name of the town as well from Eagle 
River to Misty River, and Eagle City to Twin 
Falls City.   

    When I wrote Summer it was all stream 
of consciousness and I just put in the first 
names of places that came to me.  So, I had to 
change Clarence or Claire so the place names 
were different. 

    I don't know if a faded head shot will 
do.  The length of the Claire's hair before 
becoming Clarence is important.  Her 
elegance as a well-to-do woman in 1904 is 
also important.  Today women probably 
wouldn't even think about it at all.  They would 
just cut their hair.  But back in my 
grandmother's day and Claire's day, bobbing 
your hair just wasn't done unless you were 
outside the norm.  This is before the era of 
flappers, when only your husband saw your 
hair down.  The term "Let your hair down" is 
about familiarity.  And only your husband could 
be that familiar with you.  The story is about 



the sacrifice of her self-esteem for the safety of 
her children and possibly her own safety as 
well. 

    To give the reader a glimpse of Claire, 
I wanted her shown already dressed for the 
day but before she put up her hair for the day. 

    This may be more information than you 
requested. 

Sorry about that. 
  
Paul 

     
 

Dear Rebecca, 
    I just finished editing Claire or Clarence.  
How are you doing with the cover?  Don't want 
to hurry you at all.  It hasn't been three weeks.  
I just wanted to know if you had found a 
comfort zone with Claire. 
  
Best wishes, 
Paul 
 
 
Dear Paul, 

Thanks so much for your patience. I hope 
you had a good reunion and enjoyed your 
editing and revision process. 

 



Attached here are your cover designs for 
Clarence or Claire, I hope you like them. Both 
covers are custom works of art, they each are 
unique treatments of the ideas you shared with 
me, interpreted artistically. 

 
As you can see, finding the right images, 

editing the images and constructing and 
composing a design is a time consuming 
process. I focused on finding faces that would 
work well with both a woman's and a man's 
haircut. Although the images are not exactly as 
you might have chosen them I hope you can 
see artistically why I chose the images that I 
did. Sometimes there are limits to the options 
available so I've chosen to focus on the overall 
design and incorporating all the important 
elements of the story while maintaining visual 
cohesion. 

 
Each design uses a woman with period 

hair and jewelry. Each woman is striking and 
composed; by contrast with each woman-
turned-man we have more color (presumably 
from working in the sun) and darker features. 
 Both scenes are completed by incorporating 
the background scenery of mountains, 
waterfalls, valleys, mist and clouds. 

 



Option one uses striking colors and 
scripted font. Option two uses more muted 
tones and some lighting and manipulation 
effects to add to the overall mood. The colors, 
fonts, and layout are different in each to give 
you some options. 

 
Let me know what you think, thanks! 
 
Kindly, 
Rebecca 

 
 
 
Dear Rebecca, 

Now, to the covers:  Again it is going to 
be a very hard choice.  To help it along:   
    Can you make the hair of Clarence the 
same color as the hair on Claire in number 2, 
the muted cover? The dark hair on Clarence 
suggests using a dye, which Claire did not do.  
(I love the waterfalls in cover 2.) 
  
    I love the extra color in number 1, 
but Claire's hair is too red.  Can you give 
Claire 1 the same color as Claire 2?          
Since Clarence is more in the background, the 
darker hair may work for Clarence, but again, it 
is too dark.  The sun won't change the hair 



color that much.  Actually, my own hair, which 
is blonde/brown, reddened in the sunlight 
when I let it grow long, to a reddish brown, not 
a dark brown, almost to the color of Claire's 
hair in cover 2.   
    Linda (who is 18 now, and has been in love 
with Chad the hero since she was 8 year old) 
is Claire's rival for the affections of Chad.  
Linda has red hair just about the color of 
Claire's hair in cover 1.  Linda was sexually 
abused by her father from ages 6-12.  After 
her first period, her father wouldn't have 
anything more to do with her.  He didn't want 
to get her pregnant.  From age 12, Linda has 
tried to get Chad to make love to her but Chad 
always saw her as his sister and Chad isn't a 
pedophile. 
    Chad is 30 and just two years older than 
Clarence who falls in love with Chad and 
kisses Chad as Clarence and scares the hell 
out of Chad when Chad kisses Clarence back 
while he doesn't know that Clarence is a 
woman.  After which, Chad makes love to 
Linda to prove his manhood and immediately 
regrets it, because Linda was always like his 
little sister.  Chad ends up with Clarence at the 
end of the book. 
       So, I love the colors in cover 1, but, can 
you give Claire and Clarence the same auburn 



hair color that is in cover 2?  Will that affect 
your composition too much? 
    You are a wonderful artist.  I am in awe. 
  
Wow, 
  
Paul 
 
 
 

Dear Rebecca, 
    That's perfect.  Thank you.  With the warmer 
color they do not look as timid  (Or did you 
change their facial expressions a little?) The 
hairclip doesn't detract from anything either.  
The mountain should have more evergreens in 
it and a pass through it.  But the composition is 
so good as it is.  I also wish the road were 
more visible in the foreground as it leads into 
the story.  But I love the way you have the falls 
and the tree. It's very intimate.  Do you want to 
tweak it again or are you satisfied?  I will be 
happy to use 2.3 for my cover, if you are 
satisfied with it. 
  
Fondly, 
Paul 
 


	Rebecca

