
ETYMOLOGY OF: 
KATYA AND THE SOLAR WIND 

(How it all began) 
 
 

Rebecca, 
    What is the interior designer?  I think you 
are using some terms I never heard used the 
way you mean them. 

Sorry to bother you with this.  But this is 
the first time we have worked together and 
This is only my third cover. 

By the way, would you be interested in 
doing a cover for my SciFi next? 
 Paul 
 

No worries, Paul! Sorry to be confusing. 
If you are having somebody do your 

interior conversion, creating the ebook files for 
you to upload, they would want the big cover 
files to embed the cover image into that file. Or 
maybe you're doing it yourself? In either case 
the two big ones are the ones you should use 
if you ever make copies or re-size anything. 

The other ones are already optimized for 
Internet, ready for upload to the web, and they 
are labeled according to pixel size to help you 
when you're doing your uploads. 



The biggest one (1667x2500) is your 
Amazon/Smashwords file. 

The next biggest one (1333x2000) is for 
Nook/PubIt. 

If you need any other sizes just let me 
know, I'll be happy to re-size or reformat 
anything for you. 

And, I would love to work with you again, 
any time. 

 
Kindly, 
Rebecca 

 
 
Dear Rebecca, 

How does having the big cover help?  
They embed the cover image into that file?  
Since I am converting my WordStar to 
WordPro and then into MS Word 97 and 
editing it myself in Word 2000 before 
sending each manuscript to Amazon and 
Smashwords and then uploading the cover 
image myself.  I have not a clue about what 
you were describing. 

Apart from that, in 1961,I got encephalitis 
about March 22.  I had a very high fever.  I 
nearly died.  I was in the hospital for two 
weeks that I remember.  And then I was 
recuperating the rest of April at home.  I got to 



go back to High School in May for two weeks 
before final exams.  Even at that, I had a 4.0 
out of 4.0, except for gym, typing, and driver's 
education.  

That summer I had a dream about being 
the only survivor of a nuclear war or 
something.  I wrote a short story that I sent out 
for publication, it was rejected.   

It was about a human baby kept as a 
science experiment in a room without any 
human contact.  Machines provided his food 
and drink, but he saw no other human beings, 
ever.  But he had access to a computer and a 
television.  He can see other human beings on 
the screen, but he just never sees one in 
person.  He thinks he is the only human being 
alive on earth. 

I have another short story about what 
happened when this isolated character 
escaped from the scientists observing him.  
That may never be published either.  It was 
intended to be one of many adventures.   

It is in first person.  I am writing it as 
though I were a teen-age girl who met this 
escapee from a scientific experiment.  They 
were about the same age: 16. 

This character I created doesn’t survive in 
the novel, as it exists today.  In the interest of 
time and length, I eliminated him.  But I kept 



his counterpart:  the baby that is raised by 
robot arms and never hears another voice or 
sees another human being on a computer 
screen or any other way. 

Later, I wrote a novel about the sperm 
donor who didn’t know he had donated his 
sperm for this experiment.  When the donor 
comes back from an excursion to Mars, he 
helps the isolated experiment escape from 
captivity.  I sent that novel out to magazines 
and publishers and it was rejected as well. 

That entire novel described above is in 
Katya and the Solar Wind, but not in its 
original form.  Alexander is the hero of that 
novel.  He is the father of all the babies born in 
artificial wombs and experimented upon. 

I have the start of a novel about the 
experiment living on his father’s estate and 
meeting a newspaper reporter and falling in 
love.  That will never be published, but some 
elements of this novel are in Katya and the 
Solar Wind. 

The Solar Wind was a novel that came 
out of that short story.  It is about an excursion 
to the asteroid belt to find raw materials for the 
L5 space station and lunar manufacturing 
plants sponsored by Nippon-American and the 
UN.  That novel was sent out to six publishers 
and rejected by all of them. 



Later, I invented Katya as a character 
because my female heroine is killed before the 
Solar Wind leaves the earth. So I needed 
another strong female character.   

I created Katya with all of her troubles 
from girlhood to adulthood.  Katya is a 
Swedish sex therapist (one of 24 women and 8 
men) who goes on the trip to take care of the 
sexual needs of staff and crew during 
the twenty-year voyage.  

All therapists are psychologists are 
responsible for the well being of the Solar 
Wind (the name of the spacecraft) community 
plus doing research for the UN on the affects 
of space travel on the 320 people going on the 
voyage.  Each therapist is assigned nine 
clients for the debriefings by a computer. 

All the sex therapy is done by 
appointment and may or may not include the 
nine clients assigned to them for debriefings. 

Katya is 6' tall, weighs 150 lbs, a golden 
blonde with blue eyes, 42D.  She falls in love 
with one of her clients before she meets him 
from his file and all she downloads about him 
from the Internet.  Later she discovers he is six 
inches a shorter although a very muscular 170 
to 180 lbs.  By that time she is too much in 
love to look for Tall Dark and Handsome.  It is 



a very involved story, lots of characters and 
subplots. 

What I have in mind for the cover is a 
view of the asteroid belt as though it were the 
Milky Way between Mars and Jupiter with the 
spacecraft between the two planets headed to 
the asteroid belt.  The spacecraft has nuclear 
engines so it is very long.  The life-wheel is 
toward the front and spins around the stem 
inside a housing.  It is a quarter-mile in 
diameter.  That gives you some perspective for 
it.   

Katya is in the foreground in a jumpsuit 
and boots. She has very short hair (long hair 
clogs drains). The title of the novel is: Katya 
and the Solar Wind.  I loved reading the 
novels in The Ladies Home Journal and the 
Saturday Evening Post when I was a child in 
the 50's. I think I tend to write for women 
rather than men as a result. 

    So:  KATYA AND THE SOLAR 
WIND.  Do you want to do the cover? 

  
Regards,  
  
Paul 

 
 
 

 



Dear Rebecca, 
    The other artist decided that she could 

not do Clarence or Claire.  So it is your project 
as well.  She said that the problem was the 
1904 or earlier clothes. 

    I would have liked it first, but Katya 
seems to have really intrigued you.  So 
proceed.  I can wait for Clarence or Claire.  

    About Katya.  She was not in the 
original book.  It was when I was trying to 
modernize it that I created her.  I was thinking 
about the shore leave for astronauts.  What do 
you do with sexual needs on a twenty-year 
exploration of the asteroids to find raw 
material.  Of course most of the crew will be 
men.  Even if you have 50/50, that doesn't 
mean that they will all pair off nicely for good 
heterosexual relationships.  Someone will fall 
through the cracks when you leave pairing up 
to human beings.  So, the obvious solution is 
to have surrogate spouses/sex therapists who 
can help channel all of that energy that needs 
to be diffused.  With a crew and staff of 320, 
32 sex therapists, 8 men and 24 women, to 
care for the various needs of a cross-cultural 
group of 80% men.  Nippon-American 
Corporation has Japanese Geisha girl roots to 
consider.  It was logical, as Spock would say.  
So Katya enters the picture.  She is a girl 



who's mother married an older man (when 
Katya was 5) to give Katya siblings and a 
better life.  But her mother gets sick.  Her step 
-father manipulates Katya at the age of 10 to 
take her mother's place in all ways, as her 
mother lay dying for two years.  After her 
mother's death, Katya runs away and 
becomes a prostitute in the city.  Using a base 
of wealthy clients, men and women, she takes 
back her name after her step-father dies and 
goes to school.  Eventually she has a PhD in 
Psychology and becomes a licensed sex 
therapist/surrogate spouse.  As the only 
female member of the team on the Solar Wind 
with a PhD she becomes the Co-director of the 
team for the voyage.  She is beautiful; she has 
a very private side (She never takes anyone 
home to her apartment.  No one ever sleeps in 
her bed with her.  She has a business 
apartment and bed for that purpose.  She has 
a place where she can go and be ALONE.)  
This may help you in seeing her.  It is this 
strength that she has to overcome all things 
forced upon her, or offered to her that is part of 
her character. 

    There are so many other characters in 
this novel.  It is interesting to me that Katya 
becomes the thread that ties it all together, 
since she was not in the original story. 



Have fun, and Best Wishes, 
Paul 

 
 

Dear Rebecca, 
    I went to bed at 11:30 last night.  So you 
must have been working a little longer than 
that.  My wife read the next to that last version 
of Katya and said it had too much sex in the 
first half of the book.  But she was happy with 
the ending. 
    I think I like your second version better than 
the first. I like the sharpness of the 
background.   
    You need to drop the "the" from the title of 
"Foundling."  
    Around the image of Katya are bubbles on 
the left?  Can her face be a little clearer, 
without the bubbles on the left?   
    I like the font you used for the name, Katya, 
in the title of version 1.  Can you use the same 
font for Katya in version 2, but leave the rest of 
the title of version 2 as you have it? I love the 
curly K. 
    I don't remember if I tell anyone what color 
her eyes are.  Iliss, Katya's lover's lover and 
her lover for a very short time, has radiant blue 
eyes, the same color eyes that one of my 
villains has, an intentional thing.  But I don't 



remember what color eyes Katya has.  When I 
read it again, I'll look for that. (By the way, Iliss 
is killed in the first half of the book and Alex 
and Katya grieve for her the rest of their lives.) 
    I look forward to these few changes in Katya 
and the SolarWind2. That might be enough. 
  
Fondly, 
  
Paul 
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